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Department of Epidemiology
Department Overview

During the time period of July 1, 1999 to June 30, 2000, the department was
awarded $10,185,512 in grants. Three of the grants are highlighted in this report.

Dr. Christine Moe (Assistant Professor) was awarded a grant entitled “Microbial
Contamination of Produce: A Field Study in the Lower Rio Grande Valley” from the US
Department of Agriculture. The dates for this project are 12/1/99 through 11/30/01 for
the amount of $416,572. The purpose of this study is to determine what specific farm
practices (including on-site processing) are associated with fecal contamination of
produce and to use this information to design effective intervention measures. This study
will also provide the microbiological analyses for produce samples and aid in the
identification of at-risk agricultural/processing practices, identification of significant
correlations, and development of recommended handling practices.

Dr. David Savitz (Professor & Chair) was awarded a grant entitled “Drinking
Water Disinfection By-Products and Spontaneous Abortion” from the American Water
Works Association Research Foundation. The project dates are 11/15/99 through
06/15/02 for the amount of $2,000,000. The study addresses the potential for exposure
to elevated levels of drinking water disinfection by-products (DPBs) to increase the risk
of spontaneous abortion. The study will also ascertain other potential influences on risk of
spontaneous abortion, such as pregnancy history, tobacco, alcohol, and caffeine use.
Through these efforts, we will be able to determine whether living in an area served by a
water supplier with elevated levels of DBPs is associated with an increased risk of
spontaneous abortion and any such association is attributable to exposure to chlorinated
DBPs alone or with elevated levels of chlorinated and brominated DBPs in combination.

Dr. Steven Wing (Associate Professor) was awarded a grant entitled
“Environmental and Public Health Impacts of Industrial Livestock Operations in the
Wake of Flooding from Hurricane Floyd” from the Global Resource Action Center for
the Environment. The project dates are 1/1/00 through 12/31/00 and the amount awarded
was $50,000. This study will link information on the locations and size of intensive
swine operations to data on watersheds and flood levels to evaluate populations at risk
from effluent released during the floods. Because of limited access to medical care and
environmental remediation in poor and non-white areas of Eastern NC, as well as
previous studies showing clear patterns of environmental injustice in the NC swine
industry, this study will also evaluate racial and socioeconomic characteristics of affected
populations. This study will be able to identify regions of the state that have been most
severely impacted by the flooded hog operations, and will be able to provide information
on pathogens in specific communities.
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The Department of Epidemiology’s faculty have been active in various community
service and professional activities. Dr. Irva Hertz-Picciotto (Professor) presented at a
workshop on Exposure Assessment at the National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, Research Triangle Park, NC. She has also been appointed as Chair of the
Committee to Review the Health Effects in Vietnam Veterans of Exposure to Herbicides.
This is an Institute of Medicine, National Academy of Sciences Committee. Dr. Robert
Millikan (Assistant Professor) has been appointed to the following: Environmental
Advisory Committee, National Breast Cancer Coalition Fund; Advisory Board, Cherubim
Foundation; and Scientific Advisor, Sustainable Sciences Institute. Dr. Steven Wing
(Associate Professor) is a founding member of the North Carolina Environmental Justice
Network. This group facilitates community based research and education relating to
public health conditions and/or people of color communities.

Two members of the departmental staff received awards during this time period.
Roger Akers (Assistant to the Chair for Research) received the Department of
Epidemiology Staff Excellence Award. Gail King (Administrative Manager) received
the UNC-CH University Manager’s Association Manager of the Year Award.

Several students received awards and honors. Helga Agustsdottir (PhD student)
received the 1999 Turner Award, given by the North Carolina Division of the American
Association of Dental Research and the 1999 Junior Investigator Award in Geriatric Oral
Research at the International Association of Dental Research meetings in Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada. Annaclaire DeRoos (PhD student) was selected for a 1999
Lineberger Fellow Public Health Science Award for her work on parental occupational
exposures and the risk of neuroblastoma in offspring. Seronda Jackson (PhD Student)
was awarded The UNC Injury Prevention Research Center’s Susan P. Baker Student
Research Paper Award. Jeff Korte (PhD student) received two awards, the 1999 Society
for Risk Analysis Student Award and the 1999 Student Merit Award, Dose-Response
Speciality Group of the Society for Risk Analysis. Marie O’Neill (PhD Student) has
been selected for a Fulbright Student award in Mexico. She will be studying air
pollution, mortality and socio-economic conditions in Mexico City, 1994-1998. Rick
Pollitt (MSPH student) has received a Minority International Research Training Grant to
spend the summer studying at INSERM, in France.

During this time the department had faculty and staff additions and departures.
We had four additions and two departures from our faculty. Joining our faculty
were Dr. Marilie Gammon (Associate Professor), Dr. Jay Kaufman (Assistant
Professor), Dr. Shermalyn Greene (Research Assistant Professor), Dr. Katherine
Hartmann (Assistant Professor) and leaving were Dr. Rachel Royce (Assistant
Professor) and Dr. Kathryn Rose (Research Assistant Professor).
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Faculty Activities

Epidemiology Faculty Grants Administered Through Other Departments

Wayne Rosamond

Expanding health services to include CVD prevention, CDC, PI, $150,000
[administered through Health Promotion/Disease Prevention]

David Savitz

Psychosocial Factors in African-American and Preterm Birth, ASPH/CDC, PI, $59,334
[administered through Carolina Population Center]

Community-Level Social Influences on Preterm Birth, ASPH/CDC, PI, $68,018
[administered through Carolina Population Center]

Influence of Iron, Zinc and Folate on Preterm Delivery, NICH/HD, PI, $639,439
[administered through Carolina Population Center]
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